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.nning fire of slightly strained banter. Shortly before aving the Ministry, Cattle had permitted me, rather ith the air of a man granting one dying wish, to telephone y news editor, Maclaren, and request him to let me have me money. I must not tell Mac where I was, but the oney could be left for me in an envelope at the lodge,
be picked up by a soldier who would bring it back to the inistry by car. Mac, when I spoke to him, was calm as rer and unsurprised at this mysterious procedure. The oney was deposited in an envelope at The Daily slegraph lodge, duly collected, and delivered to me. Cattle nted that the operation would not take place immedi-;ely and we would be held incommunicado somewhere for
time.
This aura of secrecy was maintained inconsistently and ith only moderate success. Airborne jeeps took us con->icuously to the large country house—a peace-time golf ub—which was the headquarters of the Airborne Corps at £>or Park, Rickmansworth. When we arrived there, after couple of hours driving through the north-western suburbs • London, we were met by Major Roy Oliver, of Public elations, who was to be in charge of the Press party. !ajor Oliver had a high reputation among my colleagues, ir it was he who guided the war correspondents away from, rnhem and practically passed through the German lines > do so. Oliver wore thickish, horn-rimmed spectacles ving him a grave and intent air, not altogether in keeping ith his daring character. He was considerate and efficient id his affectionate pride in the Airborne Corps was demon-rated in everything he did and said.
Oliver told us that we had now said goodbye to the out-de world until such tin\e as the operation was complete. [e said that we would have lunch, spend the afternoon Electing equipment, and then be taken to a camp where e would remain till D-day. He told us that we were to e attached to the British Sixth Airborne Division under Dmmand of Major-General Eric Bols, who would himself ive us a detailed briefing. In the meantime he could reveal le main secret, namely, that they were to establish a Rhine rossing. A former plan to use the Sixth Airborne Division prepared to answer, and took us round to the back entrance of the Ministry to cram into two jeeps. We then began to speed through London's traffic, heading past Marble Arch and through Bayswater, keeping up a\ ,                          The delay might run to hours.   On the other hand
